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Nassau School District Student Progression Plan
Introduction

To ensure that Nassau School District is meeting the needs of students and in response to legislation,
the Nassau School Board has established a comprehensive program for student progression which
includes the following:

e standards for evaluating each student’s performance, including how well he or she masters the
performance standards approved by the State Board of Education,

e specific levels of performance in English language arts, social studies, science, and mathematics
for each grade level, including the levels of performance on district and statewide assessments*,
and

e procedure for informing each student and his or her parents/guardians of the student’s
academic progress.

*A student scoring below grade level must receive remediation or be retained in an intensive program
that is different from the previous year’s program and addresses the student’s learning style.

The Nassau County School District Student Progression Plan is a comprehensive guide that delineates
what a student must know and be able to do to be promoted and what the district will do to help the
student meet the requirements for promotion. The plan and the procedures for its implementation
reflect clearly that promotion is based on student achievement.

The district program for student progression is based upon local goals and objectives that are
compatible with the state’s plan for education. Pertinent factors considered by the teacher before
recommending that a student progress from one grade to another have been prescribed by the district
School Board in its plan.

The Student Progression Plan is governed by state statutes and district policy. All procedures listed in
the Student Progression Plan (SPP) are subject to change due to School Board or legislative action. The
SPP is updated annually and posted on the district web site.

Students will be placed in programs and levels best suited to meet their academic needs and
individualized learning plans with consideration given to their social, emotional, and physical
development.
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Decisions regarding student promotion, retention and special placement are primarily the responsibility
of the individual school’s professional staff. District and state regulations place the responsibility for
decisions regarding student placement with the principal and the staffing team or its equivalent.

It is the responsibility of the School Board, district administration, and school staff to provide students
with effective instructional and remedial programs that accomplish the following:

e monitor student progress,

e promote continuous achievement,

e make provisions for individual differences,

e promote students’ assuming responsibility for their own learning and attendance,

e provide effective, engaging instruction and remediation, and

e document instruction in, and student mastery of, the current state approved instructional
standards .

It is the responsibility of all teachers to identify and provide appropriate instruction for all students
assigned to his/her class. Appropriate procedures shall be followed by the teacher to continuously and
carefully observe and assess each pupil’s performance throughout the school year to determine if
expected achievement levels are being met and satisfactory progress is being made in the approved
State Standards, other grade level objectives, and basic skills criteria as contained herein. Teachers are
to notify parents when it is apparent that a pupil is not able to achieve at the minimum level expected at
that grade, and in cooperation with the parents and other appropriate personnel attempt to provide
intervention for the pupil.

Students shall assume the responsibility for their learning commensurate with their age and maturity.
Students shall be accountable for regular school attendance and for courteous conduct.

Parents shall be responsible for ensuring the regular attendance of their children and for promoting
interest in learning. They are encouraged to communicate with school personnel and cooperate in
resolving areas of concern or difficulty. Parents remain responsible for the conduct of their children
until the age of eighteen.

The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading shall be notified in writing of
the following:

e that his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading,

e adescription of the current services that are provided to the child,

e adescription of the proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that will be
provided to the child that are designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency,
and

o thatif the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must be
retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT PROGRESSION
GRADES K-5

I. Admission, Placement, Transfers and Attendance

A. Admission
Admission Requirements
All children who have attained the age of six (6) years or who will have attained the age of six (6)
years by February 1, of any school year are required to attend school regularly during the entire
school term.
A child five (5) years old on or before September 1 may be admitted any time during the school
year.

B. Placement
Placement: Responsibility for Placement in Grades K-5 (1003.21 F.S.)

State law places the responsibility for the placement of students with the school district.
Consistent with school board rules and in accordance with state statute 1012.28 (5) F.S., the
Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority in the placement of
students in programs or classes. Parents or guardians may discuss a placement with school officials and
ask for an explanation of the placement, and they may review the evidence the school used to make the
placement. Parents or guardians cannot determine a student’s placement, unless otherwise provided
by law, as in the case of a placement in a program for exceptional students.

Kindergarten Initial Placement: Prior to placement in kindergarten, children are required to be five
years of age on or before September 1 of the school year and provide all of the following:

e evidence of date of birth, *

e evidence of residence,

e evidence of immunization, and

e evidence of medical examination completed within the last twelve months from a Florida
credentialed physician.

*If an original birth certificate verifying date of birth is not available, the next evidence obtainable in the
order set forth below shall be accepted:

e aduly attested transcript of the child’s birth record filed according to law with a public officer
charged with the duty of recording births,

e aduly attested transcript of a certificate of baptism showing the date of birth and place of
baptism of the child, accompanied by an affidavit sworn to by the parent or guardian,

e aninsurance policy on the child’s life that has been in force for at least two years,

e abona fide contemporary religious record of the child’s birth accompanied by an affidavit sworn
to by the parent or guardian,
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e a passport or certificate of arrival in the United States showing the age of the child,

e atranscript stating date of birth in the child’s school record of at least four years prior to
application, or

e an affidavit of age sworn to by the parent or guardian, accompanied by a certificate of age
signed by a public health officer or by a licensed practicing physician designated by the district
School Board, stating that the health officer or physician has examined the child and believes
that the age as stated in the affidavit is substantially correct.

A kindergarten student who transfers from an out-of-state school and who does not meet age
requirements for admission to Florida public schools, must satisfy the following:

e meet age requirements for public schools within the state from which the student is transferring
and
e have academic credit that is verified and acceptable.

In addition, the parent must provide all of the following:

o official documentation that the parent or guardian had resident status in the state in which the
student was previously enrolled in school,

e official school records which show attendance, academic information and grade placement in
kindergarten,

e evidence of residence,

e evidence of immunization,

e evidence of date of birth, and

e evidence of medical examination completed within the last twelve months.

Florida Statute 1003.22 F.S (5) (e) provides that an authorized school official may issue a temporary
exemption, for up to 30 school days, to permit a student who transfers into a new county to attend class
until his or her records can be obtained. Children and youth who are experiencing homelessness shall
be given a temporary exemption for 30 school days. The public school health nurse is responsible for
follow up of each such student until proper documentation or immunizations are obtained.

It is the responsibility of the enrolling school to contact immediately the school last attended by the
foster care student to obtain relevant records. If the student needs to obtain immunization records, the
enrolling school shall refer immediately the student to the school nurse for assistance. A foster care
student shall be permitted to enroll immediately, even if the student is unable to produce records
normally required for enrollment. This includes, but is not limited to, records such as previous academic
records, medical and immunization records, and proof of residency. Foster care students must have
access to a free public education and must be admitted into school in the school district in which they or
their families live. A foster care student shall be granted a temporary exemption from entrance
requirements for 30 school days.
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Grade 1 Initial Placement: Prior to placement in first grade, a student is required to meet the following
criteria: 1003.21 (2) F.S.

e be six years of age on or before September 1 of the school year* and

e have satisfactorily completed a public school kindergarten, or a private kindergarten from which
the district school board accepts transfer of credit, or a home-school kindergarten program.
*For additional information establishing the date of birth, please refer to the kindergarten
section.

The student who has satisfactorily completed a non-public kindergarten program must provide
evidence, such as the following:

e report card or transcript reflective of the child’s satisfactory completion of kindergarten or

e |etter from the principal or director of the school certifying the child’s satisfactory completion of
a kindergarten program or

e evidence of a home —school program.

A first grade student who transfers from an out of state school and does not meet age requirements for
Florida public schools must satisfy the following:

e meet age requirements for public schools within the state from which the student is transferring
and
e have academic credit for completing kindergarten that is verified and acceptable.

In addition, the parent must provide the following:

o official documentation that the parent or guardian had resident status in the state in which the
student was previously enrolled in school,

e official school records which show attendance, academic information and grade placement in
kindergarten,

e evidence of residence,

e evidence of immunization,

e evidence of date of birth, and

e evidence of medical examination completed within the last twelve months.

Florida Statute 1003.22 F.S (5) (e) provides that an authorized school official may issue a temporary
exemption, for up to 30 school days, to permit a student who transfers into a new county to attend class
until his or her records can be obtained. Children and youth who are experiencing homelessness shall
be given a temporary exemption for 30 school days. The public school health nurse is responsible for
follow up of each such student until proper documentation or immunizations are obtained.

Grades 2-5 Initial Placement: Students who meet the criteria for admission or transfer shall progress
according to the district’s Student Progression Plan. Consistent with school board rules and in
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accordance with state statute 1012.28 (5) F.S., the Superintendent has designated the principal of the
school as the final authority in the placement of students.

The grade placement of any student transferring from out of state into grades 2-5 shall be determined
by the principal (or designee) of the receiving school. The student must satisfy the following
requirements:

e age requirement for public schools within the state from which the student is transferring and
e academic credit that is verified as acceptable.

In addition, the parent must provide all of the following:

o official documentation that the parent(s) had resident status in the state in which the child was
previously enrolled in school,

e official school records which show attendance, academic information and grade placement,

e evidence of residence,

e evidence of immunization,

e evidence of date of birth, and

e evidence of medical examination completed within the last twelve months.

Florida Statute 1003.22 F.S (5) (e) provides that an authorized school official may issue a temporary
exemption, for up to 30 school days, to permit a student who transfers into a new county to attend
class until his or her records can be obtained. Children and youth who are experiencing
homelessness shall be given a temporary exemption for 30 school days. The public school health
nurse is responsible for follow up of each such student until proper documentation or
immunizations are obtained.

Placement of Students Within a School

In accordance with state statutes, placement of a student that involves movement within a school
shall be the responsibility of the principal or his/her designee. There is an identified process in place
for a parent to request consideration of an alternate placement. The school principal is the sole
authority for student placement.

Eligibility for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Program

All students having difficulty meeting promotional requirements shall be monitored carefully by the
intervention team at the individual school. An Exceptional Student Education evaluation may be
considered upon completion of appropriate interventions and activities. Those documents must be
approved first at the school level, then at the district level. State law requires that students with
learning problems in reading and/or math must have been on an intervention plan for a reasonable
amount of time as a general education intervention prior to beginning the referral process for
Exceptional Student Education. Exceptions do apply in extreme emergency situations. PMP
intervention activities are not to be discontinued at the end of a school year. They are reinitiated
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the following year and continued until an ESE eligibility meeting is held. Such eligibility is
determined by the staffing committee in accordance with the current federal and state regulations.

Placement of English Language Learners

English Language Learners (ELL) shall be placed in appropriate courses designed to provide ESOL
instruction in English literacy, and ESOL instruction in the basic subject areas of mathematics,
science, social studies and computer literacy.

The ELL Committee, which is composed of the principal or designee, an ESOL language arts teacher,
the guidance counselor, and any other instructional personnel responsible for the instruction of
English Language Learners, shall make recommendations concerning the appropriate placement,
promotion and retention of English Language Learners. A parent or guardian of any student being
reviewed shall be invited to participate in the meetings.

Criteria to be utilized in making appropriate placement decisions include:

e academic performance and progress of a student based on formal and/or alternative
assessments in English and/or the student’s native language,

e progress, attendance and retention reports,

e number of years the student has been enrolled in the ESOL Program, and

e student’s English proficiency level.

The grade placement shall be age appropriate for students identified as ELL/LEP students who were
born in a foreign country and are registering for the first time in Nassau County Schools. Each
school will offer instruction for ELL/LEP that complies with the 1990 LULAC/META Consent Decree
and the District ELL/LEP Plan (approved by the School Board of Nassau County and the Florida
Department of Education).

Placement of Dependent Children of Active Duty Military Personnel 100.36 F.S.

Dependent children of active duty military personnel are eligible for educational opportunities
based upon the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children. Children of
active duty members of the uniformed services, National Guard and Reserve on active duty orders,
children of members or veterans who are medically discharged, or is retired for (1) year, and
children of members who die on active duty are eligible for assistance with the following:

e Enrollment process (educational records, immunizations, entry age)

e Placement and attendance (course and program placement, ESE services, absences due to
deployment)

e Eligibility (student enrollment, extracurricular participation)

e Graduation(waive courses required for graduation if similar coursework has been
completed)
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e Flexibility in accepting state exit or end of year examinations, national achievement tests, or
alternative testing in lieu of testing requirements for graduation in the receiving state.

e Allowing a student to receive a diploma from the sending school instead of the receiving
school.

Placement in Nassau Virtual School (NVS) or Florida Virtual School (FLVS) 1001.42 (23), 1002.20,
1002.45, 1003.498 F.S.

Section 1003.498, F.S. established virtual school as an educational choice. NVS/FLVS may be
appropriate for students with medical or behavioral issues that may limit success in the traditional
classroom, students whose parent desires single subject participation, or for students needing a
more flexible schedule due to other endeavors. Options are available for both full-time and part-
time participation. Students who elect a full-time virtual full-time program may participate in any
interscholastic extracurricular activity at the public school to which the student would be assigned
according to district school board attendance area policies or which the student could choose to
attend, pursuant to controlled open enrollment. Parents shall confer with the counselor to
determine whether the option selected is appropriate for the student based on the student’s
academic history.

For complete information on part-time participation for students in grades K-5 seeking to enroll in
part-time courses through Nassau Virtual School or Florida Virtual School see “Elementary Part-time
Participation” section on page 19.

Principals will determine if placement in a virtual course is appropriate academically for the student
based on course prerequisites, the student’s academic history, age, and appropriateness of the
course for the student’s continued matriculation through the successive progression plans.
Enrollment in virtual school must be approved by the student’s guidance counselor prior to the start
of a new semester.

Initial Placement in Elementary School of Home, Charter and Private Education Students

Students seeking initial elementary school placement transferring from a home school, charter
school, or private school shall be reviewed by the local school to determine the most appropriate
grade placement. Criteria to be considered may include age and maturity, standardized
achievement test results, state assessments, progress as it related to the State approved curriculum
standards, previous records from public and private schools and evidence from the student’s
portfolio of work and achievement while in home school. Placement is not based solely on the
recommendation of the private school, charter school or home educator. Consistent with school
board rules and in accordance with state statute 1012.28 (5) F.S., the Superintendent has designated
the principal of the school as the final authority in the placement of students in programs or classes.
The placement decision is subject to review and revision after school personnel have had the
opportunity to observe the student’s work.
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Initial Placement of Homeless Students
A homeless student is defined as a child or youth who:

e Shares the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar
reason,

e Lives in motels, travel trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative
adequate accommodations, or emergency or transitional shelters,

e Isabandoned in hospitals, or

e Livesin cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, bus or train stations, or similar
settings.

The Nassau School District adheres to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance
Improvements Act of 2001. Homeless students shall be permitted to enroll in the Nassau Public
Schools. They shall not be placed in a separate school or program within a school based on their
homeless status, and shall be provided services comparable to those offered to other students
enrolled in the school.

It is the responsibility of the enrolling school to contact immediately the school last attended by
the homeless student to obtain relevant records. If the student needs to obtain immunization
records, the enrolling school shall refer immediately the student to the school nurse for
assistance.

A homeless student shall be permitted to enroll immediately, even if the student is unable to
produce records normally required for enrollment. This includes, but is not limited to, records
such as previous academic records, medical and immunization records, and proof of residency.

Homeless children must have access to a free public education and must be admitted to school
in the school district in which they or their families live. A homeless child shall be granted a
temporary exemption from entrance requirements for 30 school days.

C. Transfers

Transfer students shall be placed in a specific class or grade on a temporary basis pending
receipt of all required elements explained herein. If records that arrive after initial placement
indicate a student should have been placed in a different class, grade or program, the principal
shall make the determination of appropriate placement based on all available factors.

D. Attendance, Absences, and Truancy
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Students may be counted in attendance only if they are actually present at school or are away
from school on a school day and are engaged in an educational activity which constitutes a part
of the school-approved instructional program for the student. 1003.23 F.S.

A written explanation is required for EACH absence. The parent is responsible for submitting a
written explanation prior to the end of the grading period.

Parent notes for absences up to ten (10) days will be excused for illness. Additional excused
absences will require documentation for one of the following:

e Maedical reasons verified by a doctor or clinic, or

e Death in the family, or

e Legal reasons verified by a lawyer or a courts, or

e Absence for religious instruction and holidays.
MORE THAN TEN (10) UNEXCUSED ABSENCES IN A SCHOOL YEAR MAY RESULT IN
RETENTION SINCE REGULAR ATTENDANCE IS A PROMOTION CRITERION.

Students having more than ten (10) unexcused absences in a school year will have their cases
reviewed. After reviewing the evidence required above, and providing parents an opportunity for
explanation, a committee will determine whether to grant an exception to the ten (10) day rule.

A student who has had at least five (5) unexcused absences within a calendar month, or ten (10)
unexcused absences within a ninety (90) calendar day period will be declared truant. The
superintendent may take such steps as necessary to bring criminal prosecution against the parent,
guardian, or other person having control of the student.

Students shall be excused from an examination, study, or work assignments for observance of a religious
holiday or because the tenets of his/her religion forbid secular activity at such time. The school principal
shall implement this provision on an individual basis pursuant to 1003.26 Florida Statues, and State
Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09514. No adverse or prejudicial effects shall result to any student who
avails himself/herself to the provisions of this rule.

In most cases, make up work for elementary students is incorporated in classroom teaching upon the
student’s return to school for both excused and unexcused absences. Outside assighnments are to be at
the discretion of the teacher.

Il._Special Programs

A. Home Education

Florida Statute 1002.01 defines home education programs as, “...a sequentially progressive instruction
of a student directed by his or her parent in order to satisfy the attendance requirements of 1002.41,
1003.01 (13), and 1003.21 (1).”
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Procedures for Initiation of a Nassau Home Education Program are as follows:

e Parent/guardian who resides within Nassau County shall file a letter of intent to establish a
home education program. Such letter should be directed to the Superintendent or his designee.
The letter of intent should include the child name(s), residence address, and birth date(s) of the
child(ren) to be enrolled in the program. Such notice of intent should be filed within 30 days of
the establishment of the program. A written notice of termination of the home education
program shall be filed in the Superintendent’s office within 30 days of said termination.

e Upon receipt of the letter of intent, the Superintendent or designee thereof shall forward to the
parent an acknowledgement of intent which shall include a copy of applicable statutes, a
statement of requirements, and a statement regarding termination or reentry.

To register for home education, contact the Office of Elementary Education of the Nassau School District
or visit the Instructional Technology and Information Services or visit the Home Education webpage at
www.nassau.k12.fl.us/domain/73.

Superintendent Responsibilities for Home Education Program Participants

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain a roster of such programs including the name and
mailing address of each student and other appropriate file materials. The parent shall submit to the
Superintendent for review within one year of entry date, or upon the request by the Superintendent, if
desired at an interim date, the results of the required education evaluation (1002.41 F.S) The
Superintendent shall notify the parent annually that the level of educational progress attained by the
child is acceptable or unacceptable. If the child’s progress is determined to be inadequate, a one year
probationary period is established in which remedial instruction is required. After which, the parent will
be notified that the level of achievement is acceptable or that the parent is declared in violation of the
compulsory attendance law.

Materials and Records Request

It shall be the responsibility of the parent to provide instructional materials appropriate to the program
of the student. Upon request of the parent, the textbook coordinator for the district may provide the
parent with a list of the textbooks adopted for use within the district at a fee not to exceed the actual
cost of producing the copy. Upon parent request, the school shall provide the parent a copy of the
student’s educational record at a fee not to exceed the actual cost of producing the copy.

Parent Responsibilities for Home Education Participants
It shall be the responsibility of the parent or guardian to:

e Provide instructional materials appropriate to the program of the student.
e Maintain a portfolio of records and materials. The portfolio shall consist of the following:
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= Alog of educational activities, which is made contemporaneously with
instruction, and designates by title any reading materials used.

= Samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks, or creative materials used or
developed by the student. This must be preserved by the parent or guardian for
two (2) years and is due upon 15 days written notice.

e Provide for an annual educational evaluation in which is documented the pupil’s demonstration
of educational progress at a level commensurate with his/her ability. The parent or guardian
shall select the method of evaluation and shall file a copy of the evaluation annually with the
superintendent’s office. The annual evaluation ( 1002.41 F.S.) shall consist of one of the
following:

o Ateacher selected by the parent or guardian shall evaluate the pupil’s educational
progress upon review of the portfolio and discussion with the pupil. Such teacher shall
hold a valid regular Florida certificate to teach academic subjects at either the
elementary or secondary level.

o Any nationally normed student achievement test administered by a certified teacher.
A state student assessment test used by the school district and administered by a
certified teacher, at a location and under testing conditions approved by the school
district. This is available to the parent or guardian at no cost, if scheduled at the home
school of the child. A score at or above the 30% percentile in total reading and total
math on the SAT 10 and the minimum acceptable level on the FSA will be considered
acceptable.

o The pupil shall be evaluated with any other valid measurement tool as mutually agreed
upon by the Superintendent and the parent or guardian.

Reentry Procedures

Upon reentry to the District, a student’s grade placement determination shall be made selely based
upon the academic evidence presented by the parent and through academic assessment performed at
the receiving school. The school principal will make the final decision as to appropriate grade
placement.

B. Hospital/Homebound

A homebound or hospitalized student is a student who has a documented medically diagnosed physical
or psychiatric condition which is acute or catastrophic in nature, or a chronic illness, or a repeated
intermittent iliness due to a persisting medical problem. The condition, illness or medical problem
confines the student to home or hospital and restricts activities for an extended period. A physician
licensed in the state of Florida makes the medical diagnosis. “A physician licensed in the state of
Florida” as used in this rule is one who is qualified to assess the student’s physical or mental condition.
Students are dismissed from the program when the physician recommends that the student no longer
requires participation in the program and is ready to return to school
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The minimum evaluation for determining eligibility shall be an annual medical statement, from a
physician licensed in the state of Florida, including a description of the disabling condition or diagnosis
with any medical implications for instruction. This report must state that the student is unable to attend
school, describe the plan of treatment, provide recommendation regarding school reentry, and give an
estimated duration of condition or prognosis. The team determining eligibility may require additional
evaluation data. An Individual Education Plan shall be developed or revised prior to assignment to the
homebound or hospitalized program placement.

C. Educational Choice

Parents of public school students may seek whatever public school choice options that are applicable to
their students and are available to students in the district. These options may include controlled open
enrollment, virtual instruction programs, or the McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities
Program. Each of the parental choice options carries timelines and procedural processes that will be
clearly communicated to all Nassau County families.

11l. Curriculum and Instruction

A. General Program Requirements

Each elementary school student shall be placed in classes appropriate to his or her developmental level
and demonstrated mastery of the state approved curricular standards. This course of study in
elementary school includes instruction in the four core academic areas of language arts, mathematics,
science and social studies. Elementary students also receive instruction in music, art, physical
education, and health, media/library skills, and technology. All instruction is centered upon the
benchmarks of the above referenced curricular standards. Individual learning styles, interests and
talents help determine students’ learning paths while in the elementary school. Required instruction
(1003.42.FS.) is detailed in Appendix B.

B. Reading Instruction

Each elementary school shall provide all students a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted,
scientifically research-based reading instruction using the district adopted Comprehensive Core Reading
Program (CCRP). The daily uninterrupted reading block shall follow the DOE template which includes a
combination of large and small group instruction, guided and independent reading, and specific skill
instruction based on student needs. Students at risk of retention/pe